Chapter VIII
CONCLUSION
" The spirit of this Society is essentially based upon prayer and the interior life/*l
ON September izth, 1934, a ceremony took place in the
Basilica of St. Peter's in Rome; the unveiling of Quattrini>s
statue of St. Madeleine Sophie. In the heart of Christen-
dom, among the founders and foundresses of religious
Orders, stands our Saint, strong and prayerful. A child, on
one side, symbolises her educational work, an angel, on
the other, stands for the life of prayer which she established
as the fundamental principle of her Order.
Indeed, whoever would enter into the inward spirit of
the Society of the Sacred Heart must understand the value
and all-pervading influence of the life of prayer.   This it
is which explains the rule of enclosure, which accounts
for a characteristic aloofness often adversely criticised in
the Society as a whole.    When one understands that prayer
is the essential basis of life in a religious congregation, one
is not surprised to find that the members are not selected
for natural gifts, nor bound together by workaday interests.
On the contrary, to-day, as in the days when Christ walked
the shores of die Lake of Galilee, the call to follow Him
is flung out to souls of varying outlook and endowment.
And as, in those far-off titnes, one man left his nets and the
other his counting table, and yet another came from his
musings under the fig tree, so, nowadays, the response
is made from many different quarters, and by people of very
different characters.
The child who gazes up at St. Madeleine Sophie in
St. Peter's has its counterpart in various pictures of the
Saint, though the nationality changes with the country,
1 Constitutions of the Society of the Sacred Heart.